ot 


NUMBER 


By Pete Lyons 


Now we know he did win the Britieh GP! 
Sale by one pon, Master James if our 
new World Champion. That's really the 
only one of the incredible results of the 
incredible Japanese Grand Prix. that 
count ALL the rest makes good red ing, 
sure—but Hunt pulled it off! 


Practice was good, dry and untroubled 
and the grid was an honest reflection of 
potential. [t showed Mario Andretti on 
pole narrowly from Hunt, with Loawda 
well within probable striking position 
ind certainly in poinis-earning form, Bul 
racediy really cught not have happened, 
Hot quite as early as it did. After more 
than an hour and « hall's delay, the race 
finally was flageed off in weather condi- 
tions that struck everyone—even those 
fow drivers who were willing to race—as 
appalling. Bul because he pot a superb 
start Hunt was in frowtol all the spray and 
muck, the amposeible wisibiulity and 
treacherous footing that made four driv- 
ers give up. One of them was Nikt Lauda— 
the World Champion abdicated his 
chances in Japan. 


Hindsight unfortunately supported 
thease drivers who toughed it owt. for the 
weether againat all local predication 
Clearad anid the jast half of the race wis 
run in drving conditions, so much se that 
quickly wearing rain tlras became the 
real factor, and sot the surviving runners 
up for the utterly unbelieveable finish 


that— 
- Continued On Page 16 


197% World Driving Champion James Hunt shoshed his McLaren M23 home toa third place in deplorable conditines in the Japanese Grand Prix Get. 24. 


Massive Pontiac Recall 


WASHINGTON, TC.—A reeall of 
4a0,000 1974 Pontiacs has been ordered by 
the U.S. Environmental Agency. The 
problem is o possibly defective valve 
Wiis a could cause nitrous onide enimis- 
SIONS in excess of federal standards, 

Kiodels affected by the EPA order 
intiude Catalina, LeMans. Bonneville, 
Weotura, Firebird aad Grand Arm. Two 
different valves were used in the models. 
EPA officials said, and only the one 
manwtactired by the Dole division of 


Eaton Corp. can lead to the exceaaive 
emission. Geveral Motars must pay for 
inspection of all the cars 11 can locate, 
however, to ingure that the cars using the 
Baton valve are inspected and repaired 

GM says il bas been cooperating with 
EPA for more than two years in the 
Tiibiter, and is “disappointed” the agency 
hias ordered the recall, If the cars are 
maintained atearding to réecommends- 
tions, there will be oo emissions violu- 
Lion, according to the company 


LATE NEWS 


@ First National City Travelers Checks will sponsor the Jim 
Hall/Carl Haas Formula 5000 effort next season, with a formal 
announcement of the deal coming next week. Driver assignment 
appears to be open amid rumors that Brian Redman may opt outof 


open-wheel racing. 


® The Chrysler Corp, has earned a whopping $303 million in the 
first nine months of 1976, 8 larger figure than thecompany ever has 
PATOed in any previous 12-month period, Increased sales, particu- 
larly of the Aspen and Volare, are cited as the reason for the 
increase. Along those same lines, GM is expected to report record 
earnings of $345 million for the third quarter, with Ford Motor Co, 
reporting earnings of $42 for the quarter despite the JAW strike. 

© A project initiated by Hoad Test Magazine. now under 
consideration by ABC Sports, would puta live video camera in and 
on various kinds of racing cars, with everything from IROC toIndy 


reportedly under consideration. 


The results would be used in 
Continund On Page & 


Andretti Wins One But Hunt Is Champion 


Pulls Out A Win 


ROCKINGHAM, NuC.—The winner 
locked vaguely familiar bo most of we. He 
had on sunglasees, he was pulling away 
onan Bi] Ropes cigar aad bet erie a bot 
Buthe hadn't been in an interview Poon im 
6&0 lon that he felt obliged to take things 
into his own bands and clear up any 
doubts we might have had. 

‘Firat. lai ime introduce mysell,” he gai 
into the microphone. "My name is Ai. 
chard Peity and Im a race car driver.” 

So he wae, indeed. After all but disap- 
moaring from VWietory Lanes around WAS- 
CAR's speedways in 1976 there wa 
Hidchard Petly smiling like always just a 
few Minutes alter winking the American 
00 here at the North Carchina Metor 
Speedway. 

Petiy's last such interview wos at 
Pocono in @¢arly August He hed won a 
Wimiler there a6 David Pearson had a 
late-rece flat tire amd lest an overwhel- 
ming toad almest within sight of the 
checkered Eling. 


But the last win that most of the 
Soulhern-baged media folks remembered 
had been right herein late February when 
Petiy won the Corolina OA). Soe it was that 
he Fell ohligated to remind those whe 
hadn't boen at Pocono that he wes, indeed. 
the Aachard Potty. die race car driver 

lt hasnt been the best of all possibla 


Pete Lyon 


King Richard (Remember Him?) 


At Rockingh 
years for the all-time King of NASCAR 
racine. His three victories represents his 
lowest wio total since 196i when he wor 
two of 4) races. And although he has won 
a Pocketful of Joose change—abowt 
00.00) Werth—he counts the pucceis oF 
Continued Om Pape 14 
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Rouff, Wentz Tie In Indylantic Series 


Tony Routt won the final round of the 
Indylantic aeries for Formula Atlantic 
cars Oct 06 and tied for the series point 
lead with rival American Ted Wentz. 

Roulf, & 28-year-old native of Costa 
Mega, Cadifornia, anid an Aluboweek corre: 
spondent, led Mike King in a Lola T3e0 by 
A see0nd at the finish. Hing, driving 
Wonta'a 1978 championghip-winning car, 
was subbing for Tony Trimmer, who ia in 
Japan to test the new Maki Formula One 
Car, 

King was followed by Alo Lawler. 
Derek Cook, Steve Carvill and Phil Dow- 
mont, 


The race started with Wants on the pole 
position and Howff on the outside. Af the 
drop of the flag,the pair pulled away from 
the line together before Wente's Swan 
Lager Lola T460 snapped a driveshaft 200 
yards down the track, Houff aeleed his 
opportunity to mow? ahead and promptly 
Pulled out a four second lend in his 
Netherton aod Worth Boxer PRETEA., 

Meanwhile, Wentz's abrupt halt at the 
head of the pack precipitated a four oar 
shunt. Fortunately, no one wae injured. 

Foutf was able to maintain a comfor- 
table bead for much of the race and set the 
fastest lap. 


Holley To Make Original 
Equipment Carb For Pontiac Four 


WARREN, Mich.—Holley Carburetor 
division of Colt Industries has announced 
that it will furnish as original equipment 
a new staged two-barre] carburetor for 
uae on Pontiac's new 2.5 liter four oylin- 
der engine, bo debut in 1977. 

The new powerplant ia the firet to be 
designed apaci{ically for improved amis- 
elon control by Pontiac and will be used in 
aclected Astre, Gunbird, and Ventura 
models 

The Holley 52100 carburetor features a 
fully electric choke, The company claims 
this feature promotes faster cold weather 
starts, inproved driveability during war- 
mup. aad lower exhaust emissions dur- 
ing the choke portion of the emission best 
eyele, 

It also uses four basic metering ays- 
tema for greater fuel metering flexibility. 


A separate idle system providers proper 
fuel-alr mixture for beth idle and low 
speed performance. The main metering 
system provides an sconomical mixture 
for all normal cruising apeeds. A me- 
chanically operated acceleration system, 
in conjunction with the power anrich- 
mont system, provides woiform perfor- 
mance during pericde of moderate to 
heavy acceleration, 


In addition, the carburetor ig degigned 
with the primary bore elighthy smaller 
than the secondary bere, for better emin- 
sion control and economy. 


Other features of the 52100 include a 
special check valve fucl inlet filter that 
limits [wel spillage in case of rollover, an 
electric bowl vent and hot idle compensa- 
tion for better hot weather starts, 


LATE NEWS 


Continued From Fuge 1 


ABC's televised racing coverage. 


® Buddy Baker has signed again with Bud Moore for next years 
NASCAR season, but reportedly without Norris Industries 
sponsorship. Baker currently is sixth in this years NASCAR 


standings. 


@ The Formula One driver switch gossip mill grinds on, spewing 
out the following speculations: Vittorio Brambilla to Surtees, Clay 
Regazzoni to March, Alan Jones to McLaren, James Huntto March, 
and a long shot—Gilles Villeneuve to Williams. 

@ Meanwhile on the U.S. car sales front, sales are showing the 
impact of the UAW strike, with sales in general off 5.4%, and Ford 
sales off 32%. GM sales are up 8%, Chrysler sales are up 5%, and 
Ford's market share is now down to 20%, compared to a normal 


267. 


@ A record $134,027 in contingency and manufacturers support 
money has been posted for the 1976 Champion Spark Plug Road 
Racing Classic being staged at Hoad Atlanta Oct. 25-31. An 
additional $45,000 posted by the SCCA in travel fund money and 
$15,000 posted by Road Atlanta for lodging expenses brings the 
total available to competitors to $194,027. 

@ And speaking off the SCCA runoffs, Syndicast Services, which 
produces the Johnny Rutherford-narrated series “The Racers,” 
will film two 30-minute segments for 1977 play at the runoffs this 


year. 


@® The IMSA Radial Challenge 1976 Manufacturers Champion- 
ship comes down to a battle between the Dodge Coltand the Datsun 
B210, separated by a paltry two points. The deciding race will be the 


series final at Daytona Nov. 21. 


@ If you liked David Hobbs’ television commentary during the 
USGP you'll be delighted to learn that Hobbs will help the CBS 
crew broadcast the USAC Champ Car event at Texas World 
Speedway Oct. 31 and the NASCAR Dixie 500 Nov. 7. 

® The Chevrolet Vega and Fontiac Astre now look to be 
continued through the 1978 model year. There had been corporate 
talk about killing those two models (really, the samecar withafew 
cosmetic differences) at the end of this model year. 

® The Chevrolet Division of General Motors now is selling one 
truck for every two cars it sells. In the middle 10 days of October it 
moved 35,786 trucks, a 30% increase over the old record, set in 1973. 

@® The Japanese Grand Prix last weekend was the first GP this 
year in which all ‘runners were not on Goodyear tires. The two 
Japanese entries were the odd men out, with Hasemi's Kojima 
wearing Dunlop skins, and the car of Takahariusing Bridgestones. 

@® IMSA regular Gene Felton will pilot Junie Donleavy's 
NASCAR Ford in the Dixie 500 in Atlanta Nov. 7. 


After the race Tony wae usked if he was 
sorry be had woo without arch-rival 
Wents on the track 

“Wot at all,” replied Roull. “Ted's won 
Before WiILRGUL me of the track.” 

Wenote, it will be remembered, has run 
afoul of Tony and the Stewards on two 
prior oocasions. The first inoident oo- 
gured at the Thruxton round in Awewet, 
Ted was reprimanded by the stewards for 
attempting a flying pass of race leader 
Roul and pushing him off the track in the 
process. 

AL the October 3 Indylanti¢t round at 
Brands Hatch, Wents was again repri- 
manded after a controversial puss of 
Boul, whe again wis leading. 

Weols was fined his first-prize money 
of 280 pounds (about S970) and had his 
competition lioenss endorsed aller testi- 
meny from the Chief Flag Marahall, who 
maintained Wenote pushed Foulfl off 
course after be was continually unable to 
fet by. 


Despite fining and endorsing the li- 
cense of Wents, the Stewards did nat see 
ft to remove any of the winners first 
place points. 

The Boxer team has appealed the ruling 
be the FAL, 

The decision of the ALAC. may well 
decide who id awarded the championship. 
Prior to the Oulton Park event. counting 
first place points from Brands Hatch, 
Wentz led by . Although he soored five 
points for pole position in today's event, 
by virtue of a win and fast race lap Hout 
earned 2) points and the rivals have ved, 

Earlier, Ronff had predicted thé series 
would po right down to the wire and he 
would be first across. True to prediction, 
the Californian was first across the line 
today, bul he was Wrong on one account: 
this is a series that will go past the wire. 


According to RAC. rules, the series 
will be awarded to Went: os he has won 
more races if his pointe from the com- 
troversial Brands Hatch race are allowed 
to stand. Otherwise, the series belongs to 
Poult. 

The appeal ig expected to be heard 
within three weeks, 


Hydrogen Bus Is Featured 


Attraction At 


By Wall Woron 


LOS ANGELES—The great challenge 
of the “7Os—extending well into the next 
century—ia that of energy. said Loa 
Angeles mayor Tom Bradley in endors- 
ing Energy Fair “76, “the firet show of ita 
Hind in the mation.” 


Highlighted were exhibits, open to both 
the industry and the public of all types of 
ilternative energy sources, including 


F1 Promoters 
Organize 


Formulas One race organizers currently 
are considering the formation of a com- 
pany that would have as ite prime ob}ec- 
tive the stabilization of the rising costes of 
Formula One Grands Prix, Autoweek hae 
learned. 

The company, which would be collec 
World Championship Racing, is the 
brainchild of one Potrich Duffeler, late of 
the Marlboro Fi effort. Details at this 
point seem sketchy, but what does seem 
clearis thata primary objective will be to 
freeze the poling price paid the Formula 
One Constructors Assn. foranFleventat 
$9500, the amount the Constructors 
asked for—and got—for races this year. 
The constructors Already have gone 
record ag wishing to up the ante to 
SEM for each race next your, Aooord- 
ing to Avtowerk sources Duffeler will 
meet with representatives of the Con- 
structore in November to try to negotiate 
a desl satigiactory to everybody, 

In & related move, the CSI recently 
vols! bo expand the number of Formula 
One vente necessary to quality the 
series ada World Championship from six 
bo two-thirds of the events listed on the 
TS] oalendar. The iaplication hare ia thad 
if the race organizers are sucessful in 
consolidating their clforts. and if the 
Constructors Assn. cannot come to terme 
With them on ab least 10 Fi events, the 
geries will jose its World Championship 
status and the Constructors could sland « 
chance of losing spormsorship money that 
is interested only in World Championship 
racing. 

Among the items discussed at the 
Howember meeting, attording ti & comi- 
munique issued by Dulteler in Japan, will 
be “the respect of the epirit and terms of 
the three-your accord rewthed at -the 
Brussels moerting of Novernber 15, 1273, 
held under the aegis of the CSI, lhe non- 
interference from pressure groups in the 
organizing sporting directions of Fl 
events,” and “the strick adherence to the 
sporting regulations which have. been 
enacled aller consultation with all parties 
moncerned.” 


Energy Fair 


ballery power. Since it was intended to 
encompass all industries thatconsume or 
produce energey—including the building 
trade, stationary power plints and 
tranaportation—there was overything 
from “pyramid power” to wind machines 
and from fiberglasa ingulation to solid 
wise conversion, 

CH interest to the automotive public 
were @& hgydinagen bus, three electric 
vehicles, a Subaru-powered sports car 
built by Western Washington State Col- 
lege and several aceessories and modifi- 
cations said to increase fuel economy. 

An electric car builder whe hopes to go 
ink? production by the end of Nowember 
was inviting dealer inquiries and urging 
cushomers to give “a 3550 down payment 
(to) give you & low serial number produc- 
ion madel.” Total gost of the vehicle ts 
$5500, Lob. San Diego. 

The protewpe of Electric Passenger 
Car's “Hummingbird” displayed was a 
VW Thing. The company hopes to pro- 
dio ABOUT SD & month. bul Peter H. Raubie, 
president, said, “A lot depends. an Volk- 
sagen of Mexico.” When imported the 
cars will be complete oxcept for engine. 
The standard gearbox and clutch are 
connected to the electric motor and will 
provide o total of aight spends, 

The £0 golf cart-type batteries are split 
between the engine compartment and the 
trunk, ‘There Will] be an onboard charger 
which can be plugged into a 1L5-yalt 
ounlel. Range before recharging becomes 
DECrEEEry is eaid to be 55 miles. A top 
sperd of kimph is claimed for the 2100 Ib, 
car with four persons aboard, That com- 
pares to about 66mph for the standard 
like-loaded (2600 lb.) VW Thing, 

Another electric car was a 112 Baker, 
used by International Rectifier. El Segun- 
do, Calif. to dramatize the use of solar 
energy. The original car. they pointowl at 
a woight of a Ibs. with 12 batteries and 
a three horsepower motor, was capable of 
only 20imniph over a range of 30 miles 
Using © aol panel that generates 100 
watts af 170) volts and their own new 
metar that reduces power loss from 
dissipation of heal from BI down be 1h, 
they aay the car can travel ata apeed of 
6Omph ower a $0-bo-G0-mile range, 

The hydrogen bus was the second of 
auch buses converted from ai  1#- 
passenger Winnebago Minibus by Bill- 
Logs Energy Corp.. Prove. Utah. The first 
is runtiing daily asa transit bus on a 12- 
mile route from there to Orem. The one on 
display at Energy Pair was later deliv- 
ered to the city of Riverside, Calif. fora 
OME Year transit best. 

The Chrveler 440cid engine wes con- 
verted to run on hadtrogen by replacing 
the carburetor and fuel pump with a 
micdified Impco propane coixer aed regu 
lator, upping the compression ratio to 1z- 


Cantinued Oo Next Page 
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Inland/Castro! Winter Series 
Begins With SS Sedans 


By Fred Puho 


The Inland O11/Castral Winter Series 
fot off te a succeessful stirt at Holtrille 
with a Spirited race for showroom stock 
sedans. This annual event put on by the 
San Diego Hegion of the CCA was the 
firstof asix-race series of Hagional races. 
leading to a Winter Series points champi- 
anship in each classe. The new SCCA 
Showroom Stock classes were well sub- 
stribed at this event, providing some of 
the best racing of the weahend. 

Rete Four for the small bore cars was 
won by lowal favorite Fussy Stuart driv- 
ing a Datsun in G-production. He as 
follawed closely by Sam Fellows, H- 
production winner in a bugeye. The bigr 
race wae between four showroom atock 
sedans. Blasting off into the S64 lead waa 


the Alfa Homeo Alletta of Hon Christen- 
sen, who came all the way from Salt Lake 
City. Behind Hon ran the SA Mazda of 
Sam Spade, the 3.4 Alfa of Bob Greene, 
Richard Wood's VW Habbit. and the 
Renault of Bob Brown. These four 
sWapped positions during the race, fight- 
ing for positicn in every corner with 
streect tires howling. The litth S&C 
Hennultof Bob Brown was nipping on the 
heels of two SSA cars down the straights, 
juat ahead of tha SSR VW. Atthe end of the 
race, Brown made his move to tack in 
fhead of the two BSA cars. Cornering 
next to Spede's Mazda it was interesting 
to see the solid rear axle of the Mazda 
juddering for traction, while the front 
wheel driver Renault neatly drove around 
him oon the outside. The power of tha 
rotary told on the straight and Brown 


Energy Fair 


Continued From Preceding Page 
toe and welding a wales injection system, 
The latter ts to reduce nitric oxide ("the 


only pollutant possible with hydrogen”) 
and Cishback, or pre-igmition. 
Hydrogen if plored in two tanks, where 


powered bus displayed at Emengy Fair Fa 
it is chemeially . bonded with iran 
tilinium particles, forming metal hy- 
drides. When the hadrides are heated with 
engine exhaust, the hydrogen frees itself 
in gaseous form. There is enough hydra 
gen in the tanks for about four hours ol 
operation and they can be brovught up to 
an res “recharge in if-to-15 minutes. 
Billings engineers note that the in- 
crensetd tuclelticiency of hydrogen large- 
ly makes up tor the heavier tanks used, 
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Almost unrecognizeable sadee the extra plumbing a #aDcid Chryster engine. power source forthe ferdivgas: 


Engine maintenance is aleo decreased 
because Virtually mo particulates or 
organic acids are generated. 

The one major disadvantage at present 
is the availability and cost of hydrogen. 
Currently if is seven bo eight times as 
expensive as gasuline, inet pasificalion 
of low orade cowl becomes tommonplace, 
4aV8 Billings Reseanch, hydrogen can be 
cenerated ata cosiol l6¢ per gallon. Phis 
COMES bod 1+ coet of 1 per gallon 
lar TeRIOLE Feacling. Amd, pownls out 


ie © = 


engineer Ed Davis, once solar plants are 
in operation, the oost will be even lees. 

Billings researchers caution that “it 
Will be years before an adequate distribu- 
tion and generation system will be ayail- 
able, inaking possible the oonversion of 
privale aulomobiles” to the use of hy- 
drogen. But. they add, the important thing 
te thet “an alternative is on the way.’ 

Aud that was pretty much the theme of 
Energy Fair "Te. 


SESH AKEA EDITORS 


Nw York/Je@ Sante; Drtreat Hom irvin Far 
Easti Geb Donkeam; Aural Tom Pleyd. 


EVROPEAN EDon. 
Pete Lavons 


AREA EDITORS 


Ees/Qerien Hirth, Nombewst! Broce Cmapec 
Sautheastl[ Dave Heuser = Midwesis Terry 
McOlene; Sonthweet!Murray Forerali; 
Rorlheess! Marcas leman; PacheciIee Koriom: 
Weert! FRO Finch, 


BPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS 
DO. Goa. Willian Jeane 


ROSTALOIA ANT THIVIA EDITOR 
Bene be Cav pein 


CONTMETTING EDITORS 


Tony Adamow loa, Botley Ald@on. Lagan Bentley. 
Pele Firs, Join Cannon. Jim Chamber, Tien 
Cline. Aiichard Pit, dirs Piek, Hick Potie, BL 
Fos, Pater Gregg. Mike Hart T. J. Hesly, Phil 
Holmer, Howdy Moimes, Tum Howley. Jammer 
Hunt. Denss Hulose, Jeff Hubehingon. Bd bngadba, 
Alike Keptleeetl. Michel Keyser, Doug Bye, Pad 


Parker, Sam Posey, Alam Sesaarege, Cam 
Warren. Wally Wyas. Jean Calvan, Ed Inpaile 


ended up just behind Spade at the finish, 
But with the class win. 

The final event of the day showed some 
brute power, a6 Mike Allen eneily lapped 
tha field with his A-sports racor, This 
MMoLaren: like special setanew lap record 
for the clas, He was trailed by the A/SR 
Porsehe af Ted Field, whe went off course 
early in the event and came back to finish 
seoond The Beprodustion Corvette was 
taken by George Alligon. 


Dave Gottonsily took the Formula View 
event with his gleaming Lynx. Terry 
Stringiellow trailed, with John Adkisson 
taking third, Dick Gamble of San Diego 
led the Formula Ford race from the green 
flag with Wilf Becker finishing seceand, 
John Ulner put on a fine drive in this 
event, moving steadily through the fheid 
to finish third, There were no accidents in 
this race, perhaps due to atera words 
before the event by chief steward Phil 
Binks, 


Only two cars turned out for the Formu- 
la SCGA race, but it waaone the best dices 


of the day. Marc Baber driving a March 
formula BH locked horns with Gernhi 
Payvie driving an ex-Pengke Lola T-300 
PLA. The bwocars turned nearly identical 
lap times. the traction of the Parmuls B 
making up for a power digadvantage. The 
CAPS swapped the lead several tines. and 
the issu was totally up for grabs until lap 
10. Then the revs appeared too well ower 
the redline on a shit, and the Lola came 
arcund trailing amoke. After Payvia 
pulled off, Bahner received an carly 
checkered flag for the win. 

The rate for D, EB. F-preduction, B- 
sedan, and O-sports racing went to the 
Datsun 510 of Tom O'Connor, Tam had a 
good dice for the lead with Rug Cunning- 
ham's BMW until the Bummer retired. 
The Porsche of Ire Lindenfeld set a new 
lap record for the E-production class in 
qualifying, Sut did not finish the race. 
Only tang new records were set during the 
weekend, perhaps due to hotter than 
average Lemperaiure. Nobody even ap- 
proached Rich Amick's lap record set last 
year in 4 Formula A Surtees, 


MGB Fan Setup Changed 


a 


Engineering changes are limited on the 1977 MGB, but Britich Leyland claims they are setductive changes. 


British Leyland Motors claims im- 
provements in performance, economy 
and noiae levele inthe 177M GE. all from 
4 alogi6 engineering change: & pair of 
thermostatically-controlied electric cool- 
ing fans in place of the single fan driven 
by belt from the engine. According to the 
company. the change eliminates power 
drain-off from the engine, and because the 
fans operate only at controlled engine 
temperiture, warm-up from cold is 
quicker. This ia the source of the im- 
proverents in the car's performance and 
BSCCercant ys 

Also new in the 1677 MOB are front and 
rear anti-roll bare, said by British Ley- 
land toimprove roll stiffness giving more 
preciaa handling. A smaller peering 


wheel has been fitted, and the steering 
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With overdrive. 
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Hunt Is World Champion 


Continaed From Pape 

No, vou wouldn't believe it in capaule 
Porte. 

The morning was bad and getting 
worse. Heavy mist bung low over the 
raceway and rain sprinkled down steadi- 
iy. Water bad long since puddled on the 
track. Newertheless the morning warmup 
got off on schedule, and FL cars looked 
like children’s toys dragged through the 
mid. as they slid around the corners. And 
off them: in the very fast fifth gear corner 
leaching to the final turn Jarier and Stuck 
spun round, and Perkins weotolf into the 
fences hurd endugh to “tear the back off 
the gearbox Moments later teammate 
Pace spun there too. The session ran to its 
ond; and then the drivers had a worried 
POnsultAdion and apresd—nost of thoo— 
they would mot apree to race in the 
conditions. “Approaching the first corner 
there's a huge puddle aid you've got to 
brake for the braking area,” reported 
Hunt grimly. Aguaplaning Was happen- 
ing viciously all rownd the circuit, and 
visibilily was wery low. 

For several tours it looked as if the 
main. rather the only, story of the day was 
Boing to be the various sides of the non: 
slory. but nearing Jpm the officials 
girded their oiultiracial loins and an- 
nounced Lhe race would indeed start. 
Conditions were even worde thin before 
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Geepite tantalizing litte intervals of 
Beem lig clearing. 

Everything balances out in life. Anyone 
who chokes with anvy for a Grand Prix 
driver's style of life ought to have been in 
the pits as James Hunt pulled his helmet 
on one more time. He had to step across to 
hid Gir on a& Bort Of plank bridgee con- 
atrucied by hie thoightful mechanics be 
keep hia feel out of the water on the 
rrowund. He hed to settle down into a seat 
wet deapite an umbrella that had been 
covering it. He had to pause while a men 
with a drill pierced ventilation holes in 
his visor, He had to run his gloved hands 
over the wet steering wheel and ignore 
the dozens of camera lenses invading his 
tee bd bry bo be civil bo tite onlookers 
who wanted to have some sort of Laat 
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contact with him 
“Im not going te race,” he saidinavery 
amall slow woice, “IT cant ['m going to 
just drive around.” Then he leaned his 
head back aa dar as the crash structure 
Sehind it would allow and shut his eyes, 
At Gireer oclock, the time that had 
finally been selected as ihe slart— it wae 
1.5 hours past the original time, and but 
2.5 before darkness—the mist was 50 
thick on the main straight that visiblity 
wae 20 yards. The officials announced a 
further delay of five minutes. 
Then imeredubly, they pot on with th 
Al the start, Jamas made one of the best 
weliuways of his career and with thick 
while spray balling up behind he out- 
dragged Andretii off the ling. Wateon 
from the spot right behind mace just as 
good a start, and the Penake wae taking 
Second place away as the apearhead of tha 
pack aplashed down into the tight first 
corner. Hunt was safe, his white McLaren 
nose cleaving clear air—the biggest part 


godtather Teddy Mayer handles the team wrebrelia, 


of ita first lap safely accumplished. 
Hiugait wad SGU) io fret all around the sex 
ture of the lap, bis spray forcing Watson 
and everyone elee to ease back several 
lengths. Inte the first cornerthe next time 
round, from straightaway speed this 
time. the M22 went onte the brakes very 
early buteven ao went inbow nasty wobble 
in & puddje hallway down the long 
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“What's needed here. Mate, is 2 bil of ventilation —" James sits still whilea crewman drills a few anti-togging holes in the vigor af Hunt's Bell Star, while MeLaren 


deceleration. Looming up behind, the 
Penske anatched its wheels, and Watson 
made the instant decision to keep on 
Hoing straight down the escape road, So 
Andretti moved the JPS into second place, 
Behind him in the ever increasing fog of 
wheel and wing churned water were 
Seheockter and Brambilla, then the al- 
romdy astonishing Japanese Tyrrell of 


Pale Leas Probes 
Hoshino and theo a red Ferrari. But the 
wrong one, Aegea's. Lauda, looming up 
vaguely in the spume, was well hack and 
dropping farther back. In fact. he was 
dropping back into the pits—Niki was 
retting out of his carl 
He'd seen enough. He was quitting. “It's 
just like murder tebe racing outthere. mi 
Continued On Next Page 


Kojima Crew Builds Spare Car’s 


The first Japan GP got a surprisingly 
strong entry of locals. Most interesting of 
them was the Kojima Engineering KEOO?, 
with which driver Masahiro Hoshine 
shook the establishment rigid on Friday 
morming by qualifving fourth fastest—a 
close fourth at that. behind Hunt, Lauda 
and Pace and abead of Andretti, Everyone 
really lined the rails for the afternoon 
session to see if he eould doit again—but 
what be did instead was plough off the 
outside of & fash curve (he. Wasn't sure 
whether it was 7. suspension, o tire, ora 
“handling” failure} aod bend his chassis 
on ihe barrier. 

The Kojima crewmen stripped the 
wrockage that afternoon and whisked the 
Ppleces down the road a lew hundred yards 
for the speedway pale to their shop. “No 
problem,” they assured the anxious local 


Scratch Overnight 


press. radio and TV, “We have spare 
monocoque, be racing on Sunday,” Wella 
prying European eyedeoked into the shop 
nnd saw that the “spare chassis” was on 
Friday evening a sheet of aluminum just 
being folded into a trouyh and clamped in 
the jig! 

All day Saturday the visitors kept 
running down the road and reporting 
progress with growing amazement. “I 
was just down there and they had the 
suspension hanging on it!" Say, at lonch 
they were putting the inatruments in!” 

On Sunday. freshly riveted, welded. 
painted. wired, plumbed, aligned and 
settled, the KM?-2 took ite place on the 
grid and apurt from bwo pit stops bo 
change tires us conditions aliered was 
driven réliably into last (11th) place. A 
fine elfort—Pata Lrans 


More On: 


Japanese GP 


Condowed From Preceding Page 
not poing to do it,” 

That's what Emerson Fiitipaldi 
thought, what Carlog Pace thought, and 
what Larry Poerking thought: they each 
retired, ton, [tmay have been what Ronnie 
Peterson thought, but he anid his engine 
stopped halfway round the track and he 
witlhed back. (Later bie mechani went 
ub ahd fired th up ind drowe it back to the 
garnce [tf could hove been water in the 
Blectrics. | 

A Uber of the other drivers admitted 
to heaving the aame thought, bul they all 
carried on racing. No nolracing, they had 
wen too slowly and keep too far apart to 
be racing, strictly. Raising plumes of 
SOL white water bebe thea, each er 
slithered around and around on the 
Hepperately treacherous edge of central. 

All except for Brambilla. The orange 
March went up the line like a forest fire 
leaping between trees. Leaning hard on 
hus tres, driving them into the moat 
Briity sections of corners he could spot, 
Vittorio moved around Andretti inte 
srcond snd closed visibly on Hunt. 

But the fifth lap he came into the pita 
and had his left front fire changed. So 
James Was safe again, 

It was Andretti seoond. bul Hoehing 
moved up oy Scheckter aad then Brambil- 
la contd up fom his pit stops, from eighth 
we second, while Jochen Mass came up 
and passed Andretti and when Brambilla 
overtook Hitt inho the lead aod spun off 
Ak the very ext corner {!} Mass wae 
armond, Mo Larens orre-taral 

Il all had the intelligible pattern of a 
Haleidoscope, but by about 10 lage; the 
weather seemed to be lightening and by 20 
it was definitely claaring. The rain had 
stopped, the mist was rising, the road was 
very gradually drying. rooster tails were 
Awindling, 

Had anyone only known, the race could 
have been postponed 4 further Pimninuwtes 
and then it would have been a decent race 


partisan seniiment i ever there was, 


iN, manageable oonditivuns. AS ib borned 
cut, thome drivers who for whatever mad 
motives stayed out im the worst of the 
weather had payed their way into « 
genuine Grand Prix. The speeds picked 
up, the discrepency between different 
tars shrank, and the Japanesa GP pot 
under way ak lash 

Hunt was soll on the track and in front. 
Mags. spectacular Mass, moderated his 
pace and settied loyally in behind. De- 
pailler, Tyrrell working very nicely in 
the slickness, forged by Brambilla Ipr 
third, with Andretti chasing the March 
hard as he dared. Then it was Watson 
hounded by Pryce, then it was Regaszoni 
driving sensibly around all alone, Stuck 
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“Laaw James Huet Win the British GP.” says the note on the Jochen Mass Miclaren’s right-front canerd— 


ana 
—_——_ — 


a soled drive, 


und Jones wore topether. and so was 
Nilsson and Scheckter (who had fallen far 
back with a omisiire in the wet) Hoshino 
too hed loet hie eerily speed, having 
stopped when the water bogan to thin to 
change a Bridgesione, the thick tread of 
Which had begun to bear apart. The same 
trouble had cut back Laifite too, who aiter 
only a couple of very hard lapse early on 
found bis front Geodvears poling away 
and who made & témarkable early deci- 
sion to change to slicks. 

Hurt lost bis Winterfreund wheo Mass. 


dejected about it beyond the telling, “fell 
olf the foad. 1 shouldn't have slowed 
down. That's what can happen when you 
slow down.” His car wont sliding off the 
outside of that notorious fifth, par corner 
(6th in an MES) intg the barriers, ¢riutmn- 
pling its right [rent corner but hurting 
only Jocher's spirit. Go there wae air 
Yawning nakedly behind Hunt, and 
threatenire to tli it were Depailler and 
Pryce. Shadow paseed Tyrrell then and 
Tom was senond=—=but oot for long. His 
engine pave a2 few preliminary besita- 
tienda and then seized up. Tom walked in 
aa Patrick renewed his advance on Hunt, 

The track was now dry enough thil rain 


winners 
circle. 
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Patrick Depeiller, seen hereat speedinthe wet, thowght he smelled victory in Fapan but there was eo catching Andretti, Depailler finished second. a lap Gowen alter 


tires were becoming seriously over. 
stressed. In fact all the wet alr wie gone, 
the clouds bad blown away [rom the 
circuit, some blir sky had appeared 
overhead, and the lowering evening sun 
ficd begun ie plow wannly over the seeme. 
Inéredible. Fuji bagan te loom through 
the clouds, showing hinks of snow 
covered slopes. Cars began to sparkle, 
The still-waet tires treads began to glisten. 

They were shredding and chunking tern, 
The whole race was inka & third stage, as 
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e 


desperately unstable as thee first, Instead 
of the treads cutting through water lo get 
at tie road, the road was bitiog inte the 
rubber, Tha sofl rain compounds, already 
broken up into individually heated 
blocks, were wearing away at a frighion- 
ing rate. 

Seeing whal was happening from the 
outside and Knowing what to cdo about it 
from the inside; there's the trick. Depaill- 
er. foal ofan Fl lead closing in withevery 

Continend On Next Page 
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More On: 


Japanese GP 


Continued From Preceding Page 

lap. fuorled ihe bL-blue sin wheeler round 
the circuit at full raging speed. Hunt, a 
larger goal in view, and his tires entering 
a perulous state, held the Marlboro car in 
“nixious oheck, All the while the John 
Player Special Andretti sticking deter- 
Hinedly to his owe idea of the best apeod. 
Wee closing up, toc, 

Abruptly James’ lead was gone for the 
semond time of the diy and more surely 
this time. Goth Patriak and Mario ewept 
by. foeneling for their own confrontation 
Hunt, aware of Lauda’s abeence if mot the 
reason for it certainly was able to pote up 
the points for himeell. Third place was ol, 
four points weld de the job. Tf only his 
Lires would stend up bo it 

Depailler's weren't! Andreiti completed 
his chulious allack and went by inte first 
place. The Tyrrell, sliding wildly, fell 
back toward Hunt afain, At the exact end 
of G4 laps. nim irom theend, Patrick had @ 
word bare tire pop—just too late to shoot 
eff ante the pite road. He had to do a 
complete slow, struggling lap before he 
could get fresh rubber, 

So James wae second, and six points 
were even better, if only he could hold 
onto them, for his ires were on their last 
shreds of tread, Anxiety growing with 
every lap, he kept trying ba pet his pits ta 
tell hua what to de, 

“couldn't pet a communication going 
with them, to know if [ mould come in. I 
didn't want to mabe the decision!" 

Nar in fact did the Kiwis, They were 
showing him signals overy lap, giving 
gaps to Fourth plage (about G0 ss, to 
Jones} 60 he could work it all out for 
himself, and showing an arrow which is 
the team's symbol for telling a driver he 
May come in at hie own discretion. 


In the end itwas at his tires’ discretion, 
The lott front, scuffed down to and inte the 
canvas, finally shredded. Sparks spray- 
ing and rubber flapping, Hed-and-white 
Wo. 11 beaded down into the pits rod! A 
wave of reaction went olong with it— 
ehock at the (iniel tine, wild jubilation at 
the Ferrari pit. stunned sympathy at the 
other Engliah teama, and instant efficient 
bustle al McLaren's. In 2? seconds they'd 
changed all four tires to fresh ones (rain 
pattern still) and sent him out agein—in 
fifth place. Too low! Not enough points! 
There were four laps loft. 

This extraordinary race turned. inta 
fantesy. First the settiog: iL was growing 
cooler as the sun sank, and darker a4 Wie 
few palches olaky adjacentto the voleana 
that werent grey turned gold. The air was 
clear but the track surface was still more 
damp than dry. Amdretti's IPS was well 
clear, a lap ahead now and able to nurse 
iis tires through their final few miles. The 
Farrari pits though were roused into 
great waving bundles of arms because 
Repgazsoni had achieved seeond place. 
But Hegea. who had driven a lonely, 
untroubling race all the way, wae lagging 
already with a soft right rear tire, So the 
Text lap around it was Depailler back up 
in second place, blowing off as he passed 
the Ferrari the Surtees of Jones as well— 
for Alan too was straggling on a flat tire! 

So in the next lap Hegga and Jones 
came under aback from Hunt whe with 
every fiber of his being was trying to 
Move Up, BomMeway, anyway. Om thar reamed 
it was Patrick and Regga together with 
Jones in echelon behind and Hunt sight- 
ing in on him, Next time it was James up 
past the other two, chasing Depailler as 
hurd as be could—bhow was he to know be 
wis in third place, They were inte the last 
lap. It was al) right! 

There Were ways a calmer man could 
have read the situation—Andretti, just 
ahead of them all on the road but a whole 
lap safe from them had the time bo study 
the tall illuminated lap board in the pits 
every lap—but when Hunt cruised around 
his cooloff lap and came down the pits 
road Ae didn’t know where he'd finished. 
The wild joyous applause all the way 
along the row of other pits he must not 
have gracped the moaning of. The leaping 
of his crew aboard the sidepods of his car 
even before he stopped must have seemed 
bizarre behavior=if he moticed. Me had 
some other thoughts on bis mind as 


quickly as he could tear off his black 
helimet be started to vent them. He was 
well launched into & light-faced deaun- 
tiation of Teddy Maser's ‘“‘mia- 
minagentent” of his pita signdde (obliv- 
ious of Tatdy's beatific grinning fae 
inghes fom his own) when one of the 
amoriog dozens of would-be wellwish- 
ers broke through to his Srain, You're 
third, James! You've done ii! You're the 
Chumpion! 

This wae aday with a lot ofother pias 
to pick up. Absorbing the meaning of 
lriumph of his own was Maria Andretti, 
who when wll the sums were in and 
counted was able to know that be had 
indeed driven a perfect race. “Il waa 
detarinined to not do anything stupid 
today,’ he smiled with vast, deep combent- 
ment. “Uve lost races in the past just the 
way James did today. [lostaS000 race last 
voor at load AUania when | wae a 
thousand seconds ahead with 1 laps to go 
and then lt found out I'd used my tires all 
up. | had no more fight left.” 


“So this time | was gonnabe pationt ifit 
wae the last thing I did, and I wns 
determined | wasn't gonna do anything 
foolish. [ could see it was gonna clear up 
and the way I figured it, the race wasn't 
gonna start until the halfway mark. That 
wis when it was gonna take shape.” 


Driving the Lotus 77 as smoothly as he 
knew how, saving the tires by driving 
through water whenever he could, push- 
ing toward the end only as hard as he 
absolutely needed to. Andretii brought 
his four tires in to the finish linea—just 
The left-side ones both were showing 
canvas and the loft frontone wasshowing 
Canvas In an unbroken, inch-wide bund 
all the way around, How much fartherdid 
Mario reckon that tire would have lasted? 
“One more lap, exactly" 


Peter Warr wae so proud of the tire that 
he saved it owt of the manufacturer's 
demounting operation and a crewman 
washed it with soap and water; it's not 
unlikely that one of these days that tire 
Will take its place beside the rear Goodye- 
ar tire that, deflated, carried Emerson 
Fittipaldi to vietory at Barcelona and 


the i ‘ 


Mario Andretti, foreground, carefully nursed afadingrain tire worn nearly through in Gry conditions to winhis first GP of the year. James Hunt meanwhile, ba 


which now | mounted in Toner at the 
Donnington collection, 

Poor old Patrick Depailler was mot 
bouvant about his second place. Hed seen 
hos first Fi victory there in front of huis 
nose and ther... “my bef front tire, il is 
completely bare, and my left rear, ben. [tis 
just like James." The quick look of 
animation died. and be looked gluon 
an. 

Most people teeokeed glug after Wiis race. 
Two things seemd to produce that the fact 
that it was the last one of the years 16, 
thal there wasn t another chance to look 
forward to in a fortnight’s time, and the 
really crazy chance they'd taken in 
Starting this one when they did. HMimd- 
sight unfortunately prowed that the men 
who elected to retire were “wrong.” 
Hindsight is brutal wiedom. All four of 


J) be 


= as 


Hient tollows dtuce Merrata ia the Williams, which later tell out with gearbow probbems.. 


hen had shown strong more! fiber in so 
publically making their choice when 
their fellowes were willing to continue a 
vary fren’ gambia. 

James Hunt, new World Champion, was 
gracious aboul the decision of the man 
whose tithe he had just ken away, at 
least partially by default, “1 think Niki 
Taide absolutely Lhe righ decision. I still 
feel as [ felt before the start, that it was 
madness to etart in thoee conditions. All 
right, once we did start and [ got in front! 
had pretty much of a clear road, byt for 
anyone behind anyone else it must have 
been appalling.” 

And the moe winners post-race view. “T 
Anita respect the decison Niki and the 
olher guys made. 1 think it was crazy to 
Sart the race—bui now Um hinds glad we 
didi” 


#. 
chground, 


an had to finish in third place, thas mippiag Niki Lauda by a single point io win the 1976 World Driving Chamipranship, 


Broken Engines End Watson’s, Pryce’s Day 


The First National City Bank Penske 
dUrived a Very major engine failure in 
practice—wow, was it broken!—and John 
Watson pul if fourth on the Fuji grid to 
Niki Lauda’s Ferrari. 

Al the start John matchedJames Hunts 
excellent start and the twoesplashed away 
fom the right side of the grid one-two, 
Around the complete, foggy. rainy lap 
they wont until on the long braking entry 
inte the tight turn one Watson saw Hunt's: 
car wobble viciously and himself elected 


10 take the eaceape rom. That dropped him 
wall back, but this was a weird raoe and 
Watson wis moving back up into the kind 
of pogition that for others resulted in 
leading the race, when—bang again. 
“Actually it was a tinkle,” grinned repor- 
tor Jeff Hutchinson, “Tl heard him po by 
with his engine dead and all you equld 
hear was the inkling of little bits of metal 
bouncing along the road!" 

The Shadow team bad a pew sponsor for 
the Japanese GP, the chain of Benihana 


restaurants run by Rocky Acka—whose 
own hobby ia speedboat racing. Tom 
Pryce nearly gave him a great first-time 
reward—late in the race he'd moved his 
DHS up to secend place behind the 
slowing Hunt and was cruising nicely 
when—the engine locked up solid. Ahh- 
FADO... 

f.P. darter finished his Shadow season 
driving bis old DHS one more time, 
reliably encugh in this case but four laps. 
down, in 10th spot.— Pete Lyons 


